Cinematic Dialogue: Flipped Learning Series
I. Participants
· Open to all university students; no limit on the number of participants.
II. Duration
· Each session will last one hour.
III. Schedule & Venue
· Session schedule and venue will be announced on the Language Center website.
IV. Program Format
· Two weeks before each session, the selected film title will be announced on the Language Center website.
· Participants are required to watch the film independently before the session.
· During the session, only discussion activities will be conducted; the film will not be screened.
· All discussions will be conducted entirely in English.
V. Instructor
· Michael Riches
VI. Learning Outcomes
· Students must complete the activity worksheet.
VII. Notes on Copyright Compliance
· Faculty and students must comply with copyright law. Any legal responsibility arising from violations will be borne by the individual concerned.


Cinema Discussion Club: Week 1 Movie

Never Cry Wolf

Watch the full movie at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v-i8lil_VxU 

Key vocabulary:
wolf / wolves (狼), caribou (馴鹿), Arctic (北極)

Never Cry Wolf is based on a novel by the famous Canadian novelist Farley Mowatt. The film follows a young scientist named Tyler who is sent to the Arctic to study wolves. The government believes that wolves are killing too many caribou, so they want to know what can be done to stop this. Tyler lives alone in the cold wilderness and begins to watch the wolves carefully. At first, life there is difficult, but he slowly learns how the wolves live and hunt. He discovers that the wolves mostly eat small animals like mice and do not kill many caribou. Tyler begins to respect the wolves and understands that humans may be the real problem. By the end of the story, he sees nature in a new way and wants people to understand and protect the wolves.

Note: Please watch the movie in full screen mode (全螢幕) to appreciate the experience. DO NOT watch on your phone. A computer or tablet is okay, but it would be best if you can watch on a TV without distractions.

Discussion Questions: Choose the questions that interest you most, and think about them during the movie:

First Impressions

1. What was your first impression of Tyler when he arrived in the Arctic? Did you think he was a serious scientist or a little ridiculous at the beginning? Why?

2. What surprised you most about the Arctic environment?

3. At the beginning, Tyler believes wolves are dangerous killers. Why does he believe this? What evidence changes his mind?

Cultural perspectives

1. The aboriginal hunter Ootek provides an important contrast. What is different about Ootek’s understanding of nature compared with Tyler’s? What does Ootek teach him?

2. Why do you think Ootek does not talk very much?

3. Ootek shows a different understanding of nature than the “normal” scientific view. What is the difference? What can we learn from it?

Science vs. Politics

1. In the movie, the Canadian government believed something about wolves without evidence. Why do you think people sometimes believe things about animals without evidence?

2. Can you think of similar misunderstandings about animals in Taiwan?

3. Why might the government prefer a simple explanation instead of the truth?

4. Have you seen situations in Taiwan where there was a conflict between science and politics, or when scientists might not have told the truth because of political pressure?

Concluding Thoughts

1. Are humans part of nature, or separate from it?

2. Who causes more damage in the Arctic: wolves or humans?

3. Why do humans often blame animals for environmental problems?

4. How does Tyler change during the film? What experiences make him change the most?

5. Which scenes made the strongest impression and stayed in your mind?

6. Think about how you would be affected living in isolated conditions. How would you deal with loneliness, nature, or lack of communication?
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