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Center on the Developing Child
HARVARD UNIVERSITY

Human Brain Development
Neural Connections for Different Functions Develop Sequentially

Language
Sensory Pathways ‘
(Vision, Hearing)

N

FIRST YEAR

8-7-6-5-4-3-2-11234567895101112345678910111213141516171819 4 ’/

Birth (Months)

BT

(Years)

AT B3l p A X 8 B
T AR A B B R
 FETRBEHS RETF RA T
ede e Al Prx 8 E A
Fe e g T ITeEKE R

Higher Cognitive Function

/'8 .Earlyi-n
Early De tection

Source: CA. Nelson (2000)
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